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Berlin,  
September 5th, 2024

Drivers of Chemical Research
“Lives in Chemistry”: 10th Volume Published

On September 7, 2024, exactly three years after the launch of the autobiography series 
“Lives in Chemistry,” the tenth volume will be released, appropriately featuring gold  
prominently: Hubert Schmidbaur, Emeritus of TU Munich, has titled his autobiography 
“From Chemical Craftsmanship to the Art of Gilding Atoms.”

Chemistry is not only a difficult matter for many, it also has a negative image in the society —  
but chemistry is everywhere: in the human body and in nature, in our environment, and in 
all products we consume, consciously or unconsciously — ranging from batteries, catalysts, 
and solar panels to textiles, food, and medicines. Some products welcomed first are causing 
problems later like CFCs, microplastics, and persistent chemicals like PFASs — but to solve 
the problems requires again chemical knowledge. The COVID crisis underscored the impor-
tance of understanding how scientists think and work, how they approach basic research, 
and how this translates into applications — or sometimes doesn’t.

Presenting and making accessible modern chemical research, as conducted by globally 
renowned chemists, is a goal of the “Lives in Chemistry” series. It is edited by an Advisory  
Board on behalf of the History of Chemistry Division of the German Chemical Society 
(GDCh). Next, the autobiographies of a Japanese Nobel laureate and two renowned female 
chemists will be released — ensuring a diversity of topics and authors.

The series has received considerable positive feedback and had been awarded a Gold 
Medal for its exceptional design by the German book design foundation. Right from the start 
the series brought together through webinars,  videos, lectures, symposia, and social media 
chemists of all generations to discuss innovation, careers, and education in chemistry. The 
series instigates an engagement with modern chemical history seen against the history of 
the wider societies.

The just published comprehensive index for all 10 volumes lists over 2,500 individuals,  
emphasizing that chemistry and science at large are human endeavors.  The books are 
available in print and as e-books; for every book a website exists with free supporting  
material.

2,242 characters. 

Reprint free of charge, please send a copy to <info@l-i-c.org>.

Images are available through the website or via press contact  

<info@l-i-c.org> (Martin Barth).

Enclosure: List of the first 10 volumes.
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HUBERT
      SCHMIDBAUR

FROM CHEMICAL 
    CRAFTSMANSHIP 
TO THE ART OF 
    GILDING ATOMS

LIVES IN
CHEMISTRY Hubert Schmidbaur:

From Chemical Craftsmanship 

to the Art of Gilding Atoms (2024)

LARRY E.
        OVERMAN 

DESIGNING 
  SYNTHETIC 
      METHODS 
            AND
  NATURAL 
    PRODUCTS 
      SYNTHESIS

LIVES IN
CHEMISTRY Larry E. Overman:

Designing Synthetic Methods 

and Natural Products Synthesis (2024)

HORST KESSLER

NMR:
 MEIN KOMPASS 
   IN DER 
ORGANISCHEN UND 
  MEDIZINISCHEN 
         CHEMIE

LEBENSWERKE 
IN DER CHEMIE Horst Kessler:

NMR: Mein Kompass in der Organischen und Medizinischen Chemie

(NMR was my Compass in Organic and Medicinal Chemistry, 2023)

LIVES IN
CHEMISTRY

GERHARD 
       ERTL 

   MY 
   LIFE 
       WITH
       SCIENCE

Gerhard Ertl:

My Life with Science

(Extended English Edition, 2023)

 
FRANZ EFFENBERGER 

VON 
  AROMATEN UND 
  HETEROCYCLEN 
ZUR 
  BIO- UND 
  NANOTECHNOLOGIE  

LEBENSWERKE 
IN DER CHEMIE Franz Effenberger:

Von Aromaten und Heterocyclen zur Bio- und Nanotechnologie  
(From arenes and heterocycles to bio- and nanotechnology, 2023)
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STEPHEN B.H.
       KENT   

INVENTING
SYNTHETIC METHODS 
      TO DISCOVER 
 HOW ENZYMES WORK

LIVES IN
CHEMISTRY

 Stephen B. H. Kent:

Inventing Synthetic Methods  
to Discover How Enzymes Work (2022)

 
DIETER OESTERHELT   
UND MATHIAS GROTE

LEBEN MIT LICHT  
      UND FARBE: 
  EIN 
  BIOCHEMISCHES 
       GESPRÄCH

LEBENSWERKE 
IN DER CHEMIE Dieter Oesterhelt, Mathias Grote:

Leben mit Licht und Farbe—Ein biochemisches Gespräch  
(Life with Light and Color—A Biochemical Conversation, 2022)

HENRI 
    BRUNNER 

    BILD UND 
    SPIEGELBILD: 
KLEINER  
UNTERSCHIED 
      –    
    GROSSE 
    AUS WIRKUNGEN

LEBENSWERKE 
IN DER CHEMIE
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Henri Brunner:

Bild und Spiegelbild: Kleiner Unterschied—große Auswirkungen  
(Looking Glass Chemistry: Small Differences—Gigantic Effects, 2021)
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GERHARD 
       ERTL 

MEIN 
   LEBEN 
      MIT     
      DER 
   WISSENSCHAFT

Gerhard Ertl:

Mein Leben mit der  
Wissenschaft (2021)
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GÜNTHER 
      MAIER 

  DAS 
  WAR’S  
      –
  ERINNE RUNGEN  
      EINES 
  DOKTOR VATERS 

LEBENSWERKE 
IN DER CHEMIE Günther Maier:

Das war’s—Erinnerungen eines Doktorvaters 

(Done—Memories of a PhD Supervisor, 2021)

Berlin,  
Sep. 5th, 2024

List of the 
first 10 LiC 
volumes

mailto:info%40l-i-c.org?subject=
https://x.com/livesinchem
https://www.youtube.com/@livesinchem
https://l-i-c.org/
https://www.gdch.de/

